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DEFINITION 
Name Ethnicity Code Table 

Description 

This document contains the basis for the creation of an ethnicity data code table standard 
for the classification of hispanic and non-hispanic people. People who identify their origin as 
Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino (of any race) are of hispanic origin and all others are not. Origin 
can be viewed as the heritage, nationality group, lineage, or country of birth of the person or 
the person’s parents or ancestors before their arrival in the United States. 

Rationale 

Provides a simple set of guidelines in which ethnicity data code table elements can be 
uniformly defined, coded and maintained thereby allowing integration and interaction 
between state systems within Missouri regarding hispanic origins. The code table does NOT 
address all ancestry issues or types. Ancestry refers to a person's ethnic origin or descent, 
"roots," heritage, or the place of birth of the person, the person's parents, or their ancestors 
before their arrival in the United States. Some ethnic identities, such as Egyptian or Polish, 
can be traced to geographic areas outside the United States, while other ethnicities such as 
Pennsylvania German or Cajun evolved in the United States. Also, If a person uses a 
religious affiliation for ancestry, that response is typically grouped as "other." 

Benefits • Provides a standard for classifying and coding ethnicity data within the state of Missouri 
• Eliminates numerous variations each state agency may use when defining ethnicity data 

ASSOCIATED ARCHITECTURE LEVELS 
Specify the Domain Name Information  

Specify the Discipline Name Data Management 
Specify the Technology Area 
Name Enterprise Code Tables 

Specify the Product Component 
Name       

COMPLIANCE COMPONENT TYPE 
Document the Compliance 
Component Type Standard 

Component Sub-type       

COMPLIANCE DETAIL 

State the Guideline, Standard or 
Legislation 

The Census Bureau records 86 different ancestry groups and has a coding 
schema for that grouping. We propose that State agencies shall use the 
following minimum values for the ethnicity related to hispanic origins.  These 
descriptions and codes are: 

 
EthnicityCode         EthnicityDescriptionText
           400                          Hispanic/Latino Origin 
           450                          Non Hispanic/Latino Origin 
 
 
For the related element definition standards see Compliance Component Race 
and Ethnicity Element Standard. 
 



If business requirements for null value specifications are to isolate the difference 
between a legitimate null value and a missing value, then a separate column 
should be defined utilizing the codes (NullCode) defined in the Compliance 
Component Data Element Definition Standard to add characterizations for the 
data when it is defined as null. 
 
Hispanic or Latino (of any race) would include: Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, 
Dominican (Dominican Republic), Costa Rican, Guatemalan, Honduran, 
Nicaraguan, Panamanian, Salvadoran, Argentinian, Bolivian, Chilean, 
Colombian, Ecuadorian, Paraguayan, Peruvian, Uruguayan, Venezuelan, or 
Spaniard. 
 
Full ancestry, race, and hispanic coding schemas are available from the Census 
Bureau if the business requirements of the agency require it.  These can be 
found at: http://www.census.gov/population/www/cen2000/SF4-race.html#5

Document Source Reference #       http://www.census.gov/population/www/cen2000/SF4-race.html#5
 

Compliance Sources 
Name Office of Management and 

Budget Website www.whitehouse.gov/omb
 

Contact Information OMB Bulletin No. 00-02 

Name Missouri Multi Agency Data 
Dictionary Website www.oit.mo.gov

Contact Information       

Name U.S. Bureau of the Census Website www.census.gov
 

Contact Information 

     Full ancestry, race, and hispanic coding schemas are available if the 
business requirements of the agency require it.  These can be found at: 
http://www.census.gov/population/www/cen2000/SF4-race.html#5
 

KEYWORDS 
List Keywords      Ethnic, Ethnicity, Hispanic, Latino, Ancestry, Origin 

COMPONENT CLASSIFICATION 
Provide the Classification  Emerging      Current      Twilight     Sunset 

 Sunset Date       

COMPONENT SUB-CLASSIFICATION 
Sub-Classification Date Additional Sub-Classification Information 
  Technology Watch             

  Variance             

  Conditional Use             

Rationale for Component Classification 
Document the Rationale for 
Component Classification 

The Ethnicity component will standardize the manner in which the ethnicity data 
elements are captured and stored with the database.  This allows for fluent and 
accurate interchange of common data elements between state agencies.  

http://www.census.gov/population/www/cen2000/SF4-race.html#5
http://www.census.gov/population/www/cen2000/SF4-race.html#5
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb
http://www.oit.gov/
http://www.census.gov/
http://www.census.gov/population/www/cen2000/SF4-race.html#5


Migration Strategy 

Document the Migration Strategy 

Missouri State Interagency Migration Strategy 
Agencies shall adhere to this standard when sharing common data elements. 
 
Inter-governmental Migration Strategy 
Agencies creating new applications should attempt to adhere to the data 
elements standards when defining the data definitions  

Impact Position Statement 
Document the Position Statement 
on Impact   

CURRENT STATUS 
Provide the Current Status  In Development      Under Review      Approved     Rejected 

AUDIT TRAIL 
Creation Date 05-23-2005 Date Approved / Rejected 08/09/05 

 Reason for Rejection       

Last Date Reviewed       Last Date Updated       

 Reason for Update       

 
 


